


EXIDY FLOPPY DISK SUBSYSTEM: Operation Manual

. Connects directly to the Sorcerer's 50-pin edge connector.

. Has its own built-in controller <card so it does not need an
S-100 expansion unit.

. Uses 5 1/4 inch soft sector single-sided floppy disks.

. 308 kilobytes (quad density) per disk (formatted) for the 77
track per disk drive

. 160 kilobytes (dual density) per disk (formatted) for the 40
track per disk drive

. Stores any CP/M files, including Extended BASIC programs, Z80
assembly language and machine language programs, Word
Processor files, COBOL-80 and FORTRAN-80 programs and files.

Copyright (c) 1980, EXIDY, Inc.

(CP/M is a registered trade mark of Digital Research, Pacific
Grove, California.)
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1. CONFIGURATION

l.1 General. This section gives a physical and functional
description and specifications for Exidy's Floppy Disk
Subsystem for the Sorcerer Computer.

l.1. Purpose of equipment. Exidy's Floppy Disk Drive 1is a
compact disk memory device designed for random-access data
storage, data entry and data-output applications. Typical

applications are 1intelligent terminal <controllers, micro-
computers, word-processing systems, data communications
systems, error logging, micro-program logging and point-of-sale
terminals. Exidy's Floppy Disk Drive meets ANSI

specifications.

1.3 Configuration. You can use your Floppy Disk Subsystem in
two configurations:

l1.3.1 One stand-alone unit. This wuses a 50-conductor
cable (supplied) from the Sorcerer to the unit and
an AC power cord. The «cord is supplied with the
unit, but not attached to it.

1.3.2 One unit plus an add-on. There are two cables, a
34-pin flat cable and a 4-conductor power cable.
These two run between the main unit and the add-on.

l.4 Physical Descriptions. The Floppy Disk Drive can be
mounted vertically or horizontally. However, when mounted
horizontally, we recommend that the Drive be positioned so that
the PCB is on the bottom side.

To prevent accidentally erasing important data on a
diskette, use a write protect tab, as shown in Figure 1. When
a write protected diskette 1is inserted, the write protect
sensor disables the write/erase circuits in the drive.
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protect
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Unprotected Write Protected

Figure l: Write Protect Option



2. CHECKOUT

2.1 Unpacking. During unpacking be sure that all tools are
non-magnetic and do not inflict damage to the unit. As you
unpack the unit, inspect it for possible shipping damage; file
all claims promptly with the transporter. Save the original
packing material; the safest way to transport the unit is in
its original packing.

Your Exidy Floppy Disk Subsystem comes packed in two protective
cartons, one within the other, what is called "floater”
packing. Foam is glued to the outside of the inner carton, and
glued to these are corrugated pads which fit inside the outer
carton, forming protective cushioning all around the inner
carton. The dimensions of the outer carton are 11 1/2 x 10 1/4
X 22 1/4. The outer shipping carton can be opened carefully at
the end with a sharp instrument. Carefully open the 1inner
carton by hand, because a sharp instrument might damage the
unit. After you open the end of the inner carton, if you see a
foam pad, remove it. If you can easily slide the unit out, do
sos. If necessary, you may wish to open the other end and push
the unit out.

Upon first opening the inner carton, you may encounter the rear
of the unit, recognizable by the folded-up power cords and the
heat sink (black metal louvers). Grasp the unit by the heat
sink and gently pull it out.

The FDS wunit comes with two cords, a flat 50-conductor <cable
and an AC power cord. These cords are not attached to the
unit, and must be hooked up as explained below.

2.2 Installation and safety. Locate your equipment with both
physical and electrical considerations in mind, paying
attention to these points:

2.2.1 Never block or cover the air vents at the top and
back of the Sorcerer or the Floppy Disk Subsystem.

2.2.2 Avoid dusty places, and do not place the equipment
near radiators or other heat sources. Dust can
damage diskettes and disk drives; overheating can
affect performance.

2.2.3 Avoid smoking near the unit; smoke contaminates the
drive's read/write heads and damages diskettes.

2.2.4 As with all electrical appliances, keep the unit
away from moisture.

2.2.5 Never push anything into the unit through the air
vents.

2.2.6 Never remove the top cover; the unit's electrical
components may burn or shock you.



